IN the flax-spinning mills of Belfast "doffers" are usually young girls whose occupation is principally to " doff" or remove the bobbins from the machines and to clean and oil them. The eruption is probably produced by dirt, sweat, and the sperm oil which is used for the machinery.
Dr. J. M. H. MACLEOD: The acneiform eruption seen in Dr. Allworthy's photograph is of interest as an example of the so-called "oil acne" or "bouton d'huile." In it the follicles become plugged with a mixture of dirt and oil which causes inflammatory changes and produces the acneiform lesions. This condition is met with, not only in flax spinners but in any form of work in which the skin is liable to be bespattered with oil, such as in stokers, engineers, mill-hands, &c. It is a milder form of the dermatitis from petroleum, shale oil, &c., which tends to go on to warty growths and cancer. It occurs on the arms from the drops of oil and on the legs from contact with clothes saturated with oil.
